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Orig 'nal  Greg -odds de: ign courtesy of  Cholo Errns

Noboarding
\Tornr mnrrntain qn^rt  ic  mrlz inn i r rp l4q anr l  r^r : thor inn diqr. in lpq1\uvv rrruuttLcl_l ]1 rpulL 1D.L] .LOI\ I -L19 LlCl ,NJ OrU VOLrUl i l -LV Lr lOUlyluJ

B1 Nnfa/ie Itnglantt

Got a snorvboard? Good, no\\,remove thc binclings, attach a rope and some custom rubber trac

tion pads and t-oule reach fot a ne\\i \\'ay of riding snos; sometl-ing more like surfing ot skateboardlng.

Not sure? I bet there s'ctc a fes. taised evcbtos's \\.hen Burton founclerJake Burton sho\\'ed uP

at a Snurfet event s,ith a binding protofvpe, but look s'hetc snos'boarding rs todar'. So, open lour

mind - this isn't about snos'boatding, it's about Noboarding.

"I tried it, reluctxnth', ancl coulcln't belier-e thc feeling," sar-s (lhairman of the Noboatd Cholo

Bums. "It'.s cool hol', s'itl-rout er.en knot-ing it, s'hat vou n-right bc trving fcrt the first time coulcl

become t'our passion. Here u'e are a feu'\'cars later and rnr-llf-e is sornething totallr-cliffercnt nos'."

Noboarding is the brainchilcl of mastetmincl (ireg Todds, one of Canacla's fitst harclcote, big

mountain professional snou,boarclets ancl a grcat contributor to the earll progression of that sport.

Shovcl in one hand, chainsas, in thc other, l-re carred out the first terrain park at Lalie I-ouise and

built tl-re rvorlcl's first supetpipe in the Whistler backcountn'.

B1'the tirne snorvboardins reallv began blos'ing up Toclds l-racl alreadl'dropped enough gnarll

cliffs ancl nailed plenty of hairball line s. Looking to slos, tl-rings dos'n, he tclocatecl to the quieter

rnountains just outside Rer.elstoke, BC. ()ne clcep porvcler dal in 2001, s'hile digging atound for his

binding straps, Todds visualized the fi'eeclom of floating over snow s.ithout the dou,nu,atcl plessure

caused bt bindings. He racecl home to creatc the first Noboard out of a snos'boatcl, dt1-r.r'all screu's,

duct tape, and a garbage can l-ranclle ancl soon began flving dorvn mountains in much the same rvav

he rvould slash s'ar.es on a surfboard. A nes, feeling - less stable but rnote pressure responsir-e (r'ou
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nr() \ -c \ r )ur  fcct  lccot l inglr ' )  -  l r r r iuglr t  on r t  u 'holc t rc l  b lg of  stokc.

"\\ 'hcn'l irdtls totlc. tt l t s' l tcltccl. ,\ntl uficn hc slrolic, t 'ou l is-

tcncci ."  sar s l lurns t 'ho \ \ 'cnt ,  fh l t  s i l tnc sc: ls() l t ,  to f l lnt  h is gr iocl  f i ' icnr l 's

Noboanlir-tg acllcntute s artrl, l tttcl tt 'r irtg it, cntlccl rqr as it co tirutlt lcL.

cluiclih'dccidrr-rg to r-ttalic rnoukls oi Toclcls' clcsigns lttcl t l l ic the Noltoarcl

info r-t-r:utufacturing. "Thinli ing back to thosc clals, t ltc t ltt()Ll1lt oi tr lrk

thl t  ( l ' l  and I  d id n ' rs urt tcal ."  sats l lurus.  " l t  s ls : t t r  a l l  out ,  fu l l  t intc t leal

r t , , r  r ,  l \ l (  , l l  t ,  ' r '  <1,  
' r r  l r r r r t t . .  '

' l ' l 'rc Noboartl, ()r rlrthcr thc tricrl lnil tcstccl urip pttl antl rrpc/haltclle

(,,ou:rttach it to a rcguhr slosboatcl). bcc:tt.ttc lail lble tirr t l .rc prLb]ic in 200;l

enrl e rtgr', r.notc l ltt lrrc(l s'rtt '  oi ricl irtt snot' l tcclttt.tc er:ri l :rblc t() thc 1ri lsscs.

' I i 'agicalh,  on.Jannatr '  13,2005, atr  r t ra lanchc chimccl  thc l i f t 'of  ( ) rcg

Todcls but his v is ion rnr l  lcglcr  l i rc ot t .  r tot  or th in the Nol toart l  i tsc l f - ,

s l r ich l lurns has kcpt t r l rc t ( )  t i r t  or ig i r t : r l  i is ior l ,  l rut  i r l  t i lc  4()0 500 peoplc

l ho ol'n rnrl rit lc Noborrcls, l is l cl l as att rtttrttt l l  ct cttt u' ltcte farl i l t entl

t r iends qathcr to racc \oboercls lncl  shrccl  in hottour oi  ( ) rcg T(rc lc ls.

Locaih,  Noboatr l ing hrts l l rc l th l r r i let l .  l - ls t  * i t t tct  Bul I rs glabbct l  a

photoertphcr lnr l  : r  snrt l l  crcu : t t rc l  hcadccl  into thc (-oest Nlotr t l ta i r ls ,  t r r

l l ra lonc.  to hool i  up s i th tc lkxr ' \oborr t lc t  r \ l  ( l lat ' l i  ar tc l  r ip up somc biq

co:rst lL Li lcs.  The pictutcs cLrn' t  l ic  -  Noirorr t ls  r rc thc tc:r l  t lcal  at t t l  rhesc

:r th lctr :s l rc ikr ing t ru l r  inrptcssir-c th i t rqs on the t l .

"\\ 'c just \\ ' lnt t() kecp nror-itrg torl ' l trcl lrtt l  trttnit lg lrcoplc orl to it."

I lurns sar s, snril ir-rg. "lt 's too nrrtch l irtr trot to." Noiroartl alrcadl hls its

ol'n magazinc, a glosst, l imitccl cclit iorr afir it t l .rat f itcttses ou l. l l()1'c thall

just t lrc sport, rs l cl l rs e hit f i lm YL'.; /n /1.t ,\ 'a t hich s'as sclectetl f irr- thc

l lar . r f i  I f t ;untain l i jh l  |cst i ra l : r tc l  \ \ i r r l t l  tout ' .  l )cop1c are catchi t lg on.

" \ \e ' r 'c  e l rcach r lnrost  soLl  ( )LLt ( ) i  Pr( ls th is tcar,"  l lutr-rs tc i ls  t t tc in earh

l)cccubcr.

l ' i  sncxr-bo:rtdrrs rrt strrt ing to Iosc thc brr-rclinqs (:rrtcl the boot pairl)

lntl sl r cs to thc No thcurscllcs tt icks, spils, bacliHips artcl l i icl i{1ips

:rre routincli getting attcl-nPtcr] anrl st0u]pccl. Sutfcrs, sli^tcrs, c\-cn skiers

erc climbing eboatd. Pcople a1c (l iscovcr:i lrg s'hrt ( ircg'l irclcls f iqured out

lc l r rs aq()  t icc i  onr fcct  enr l  i  or t r  r r r i r r t l  l  i l i  t i r l lo l :  noboard.ca

LEFT losh Pefner enjoys the f reedom of not beirg at tathed to the board JENNA tOW PH0T05.

RIGHT '  Cha rman of  the Noboard, Cho o Burns,  I lpping i t  fear Bfalorne ,F
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