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In a world seemingly populated by teenage, and even pre-teen,
rippers who get all the media coverage and attention, it is stimulating
to see that there are still those guys who've been at the forefront of
snowboarding for years continuing to push the boundaries of the sport
in their own inimitable style, as they have done for a decade or more.

The timeline of riders from Tom Sims and Terry Kidwell fo Shaun White
and Luke Mitrani has seen some colourful and inspirational characters,
but of the earlier protagonists only a few of those who were making
waves back in the day are as visible right now. Not to say that they are
not still out there shredding, it’s just the media spotlight seems to have
panned to the younger generation who are maybe more inclined to
want fo hit that icy cheese wedge of death or the 30-stair cheese
grater ftriple kink rail of doom. And with the trend of the moment still
angled slightly towards urban rails and kickers of ever increasing size,

\ it is the younger generation whose knees, bones and muscles can
withstand, or recover from, the beatings that slams from this kind of
5 thing can result in.
kY Shin Campos is therefore in an elite group of riders who’ve been
around for a long time, yet stil manage to keep up with the
damned kids and more than hold their own in their high profile
coverage. The past few year’s Treetop’s Films and last year’s Vivid
from Absinthe Films have all showcased his patented brand of
balls out Alaskan descents, BC pillow bouncing and technical
backcountry freestyle, all held together with the kind of moun-
tain knowledge and vision that doesn’t just come overnight.
In a time where snowboarding regularly moves away
from the natural fo the man made, it is motivating o see
that there are still those around who ride mountains the
way mountains should be ridden.
Shin Campos is a snowboarder’s snowboarder.
-TC
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THE  CAMPOS

My Dad is eriginally from Japan but was adopted
after World War Two and came to California. His adop-
five father was a Mexican American soldier and that's
where my Spanish last name comes from. Actually my
real first name is Shin-Getsu, which is Japanese for
"New Moon" because | was bom on a new moon. 4

| grew up in the West Kootenay's of BC, near
Nelson in the Slocan Valley. (It was) Pretty mellow val-
ley living, with lots of old hippies and loggers! \

s

| certainly encourage them fo try stuff, but | don't
spend too much time with my brothers or sisters these

days.

My first day riding was on Grouse Mountain in M

Vancouver and I'm not too sure who | was with, but it R
could have been with my friend Darren Proctor, who
passed away two years ago. It was in the winter of
1986-87. See we were skateboarders, and in the
Vancouver area in wintertime it just rains all the fime,
so snowboarding was a new and natural progression
from skating for us.

Ever since | finished high school. | came here in
1990 and worked to ride for years and years. (I'm now
a) 12-year locall




More kids come here every year so yeah its changed. (It) Used
to be you'd know most riders on the lifts, but now | know very few
people except my crew of friends. The 2010 Olympics are on the

way!

Well yeah it's a catch 22 situation. | know that for the next ,
seven years the construction and hassle of it all will be tough to .
i handle, but yeah we do own a place here so it gives us a good Lo /
< chance of making some cash for the future, and | may even be -
% able to see an Olympic hockey game which is real cooll By the [

time it happens I'll most likely be somewhere else anyhow. Bocksice firee wilhar i of foplory. Ihown in.

BC Backcounry.

. | never really thought about it, but being that it's pretty \ £ <
. easy to get into and pick up, it's only natural. Corporate e
companies usually take on whatever is cool anyhow! Too e .
much fashion! \ / =
A Well, they do say life ressembles arl..,
Circa 1997.

Well | used fo ride with them a lot but now most Throwing down the hammers in Mt.
Batchelor's funpark.
are older and have moved away. They're just
another group of guys who all hung out together,
kinda like the Wildcats or the Aesthetiker crews.

SNOWBOARDUI



Yeah | help out a bit, but not as much as the
input | put in with Nifro Snowboards. Helly is a big
company with a lot of ditferent people who make
decisions so it can be a bit overwhelming. | do = y
help with my ads and promotions as well as a bit
of design process.

1 grew up in British Columbia, which has lots of mountains and all the fypes off terrain
imaginable, so when | starfed riding we just went down and tiied to do our skateboard type
airs in whatever situation that came up. It's way too much fun to ride this fype (of ferrain)
instead of hitting a rail a hundred times fo get the PERFECT backside lipslide, or hiking the pipe
all day to clean the perfect run. Don't get me wrong, | like fo ride this stuff as well but only to
broaden my horizons!

Don't move here (to Whistler) because there's already too
many heads up here! No... take an avalanche course so you
know what goes on out there and make sure you have the fic
gear as well. Try to ride it all and not just build a cheese wedg
in the backcountry to land in fresh snow. That's not really bacl
country riding in my opinion.

Terje is a natural along with Johan (Oloffson). Anyone whc
makes it look real easy. Travis Rice seems to have it together
too. Devun Waish is certainly on my list as well.

Riding with the best riders in the world is a fun time, espec
ly with different dudes from Europe. Justin is a true professiona
who has an amazing falent of putting together a snowboard
video that just isn't jump after jump after rail after rail. There's
some soul in it that makes you want ride all the stuff you see i
He also likes to go to Alaska, and not too many others do!

As far as Alaska, well it's the Wild West up there and you ¢
to ride mountains very few people do. The last couple season
I've been to Haines, Alaska and that's because Justin Hostyne
always goes there. He's got it prefty locked down. The mounte
there have lots of spines and steep descents that go out into
open bowls or glaciers, so it seems a bit belter than some oth
places I've been to in AK.

| like to watch Devun (Walsh) ride in his parts as well as B.
(Leines). They like to hit it all. One part that still sticks out is Jof
Oloffson's part in TB5 (Ed note - if you haven’t seen this sectios
then make it a priority to get and watch. It is some of the mos
inspirational snowboarding ever caught on film, and hasn't ag
in eight years). (That was just) Crazy on the edge, killing if!

It seems like the kids are hungry and trying to make their
mark quickly while their body can hold up, which isn't foo lon

these days.

Most definitely!

(They're) Good Euros with a whole heap of talent. May as
well be Canadians (as they have) the same attitudes and hol
bies.

Qoooh... a hard one. But | like St. Moritz in Switzerland an
the Zillertal Valley in Austria a bunch. I'm sure with good snow
there are hundreds of spots because the Alps kick ass in a gc
snow year. Hard fo beat it.

A real cool spot | went fo this year is in Russia, at this plac
called Krasnaya Polyana in the Caucusus Mountains. (It was)
Under developed and (I was) loving if.

The summer of ‘99 when | met Maria (Shin's wife). With all
scandals we've managed to keep it together and now look
married and happy!










Goofin’ for o Tompon od

Either Las Lenas, Argentina in the summer with a metre of fresh snow and couple good friends from
Whistier, or Snowmobiling in the Whistler backcountry after a 30 cm snowfall with some of the Euro bums, OR
riding in the Alps stuck in a small village with no way fo get out but by chairlift.

Skateboarding, Mountain Biking, Golf, Surfing, Hockey. | like fo chill and cook a lot with Maria and basi-
cally checking out the world while | am sfill breathing.

The last few | have read are good: Motley Crue "The Dirt” autobiography, “Stupid White Men" by
Michael Moore, American politics and its BULLSHIT. “Manufacturing Consent” by Noam Chomsky on mass
media propaganda. “Fine Balance" by Rohinfon Mistry. It's fiction about the caste systems in Modem India

Anywhere hot and with sand along the beaches and waves crashing nearby. Surf surf surf surf surf.
Costa Rica, Indonesia, Vietnam, New Zealand, Hawaii, Mexico.

From looking outside at the mountains, and either the snow falling down onfo them or the sunshine
beating down.

Hopefully spending my time between the mountains when the snow is good and then jetting to my
cabina to get waves. | aim to be a Chillionaire! | want fo have a self-sustaining business that | am proud fo
be a part of.

Yeah, well Matt the Alien is a good pick. He's Whistler's premier residant DJ and origionally from Bolton.
Him and his amigo Jimbo are a perfect combination.

Real well! It was maximum fun and we managed to hold our own in the Nitro World Cup of Soccer
(Football). Lets just say we beat the French!

As my friend Lukas Huffman would say, (to) keep breathing, and | would say (to) keep living life to its
fullest because it could be your last|

| would like to thank Maria for putting up with all my nagging and analness, and my family for pushing
me in the right direcfion and teaching me the basics of life. Thanks fo Sepp and Tommy from Nifro for help-
ing me along the way, all the crew af Helly Hansen for the support, Mark at Scoit, and Randy at Da Kine.

Thanks to all the photographers and filmers for pointing their lenses at me and every one else who has
helped along my years. There’s foo many people fo name.

Lastly, never forget our fallen soldiers (shredders) who have gone with the movements of the mountains.
Darren Proctor, Craig Kelly, Tristan Picot, Eric Smith, and countiess others...
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