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Roots and ties: where are you from?
I grew up shredding ice in Kitchener, 0N,
then moved to Barrie, where we rode crust.
After that I  moved to Whisttel where I
wiped the crust  out of  my eye, s l ipped on
the ice outside my door, and r ipped Whistter
Blackcomb a new one. None of  th is would
have happened withoutthe support  of the
best person I  know.5o, thanks, Mom.
Let's say you're on Jeopordg. Your brother
Mike's name comes up, and you have two
seconds. What do you say?
Right off the bat, I gotta holler at my big
brother, Mike: "0s, i f  you never made me putl
you home at night on our GTs, I never would've
had what I do now. I'm pretty sure that's why
l 'm so damn tal l ,  too. Next step is shredding
together again, but don't  even think l 'm going
pull  you home on your beat-ass snowmobilei '
I  hear you have a pimpin'r ide.
My truck's name is Shel ly.  I  bought her for
gr o o, thin king that I  wou ld j  u st use h er for a
while. Stowly I f  el [  in love; she asks f or very
l i t tLe and gets less than she deserves.
Sounds sweet. Any problems?
The rear dif f  is blown, so Shelly 's not real ly a
four-by-f our anymore. 5he's standard, which
is good because the brakes are questionable.
There are power-steering capabit i t ies, but
thev're broken, and l 'm sure the exhaust isn't
doing Mother Nature any favours, either.
What about your sled?
It came to me on a fix-it-ride-it, break-it-buy-it
deal. Thank you, Guy Smalley and the Daggers.
Why is Sammy Osachuk heard but not s€en?
Because l 'm so damn skinny! f loughsJ Last
season, I  rot led the dice and moved to Mam-
moth. I  wanted to be closer to the Flow
team and at  the same t ime just  keep shi t
f resh. Whist ler  is  my home, but making a
home in Mammoth presented a r ipe amount
of  opportuni t ies and chalLenges.
What stands out about living in Mammoth?
The fact that I  had no place to stay and didn't
know anvone. I  needed to l ive somewhere and
had to make the place t ight so I coutd real ly
enjoy others and myself. I ended up living with
Big Dan and Danny Garri ty and Greg Maxwell ,
two Atomic riders. We all reaped the benefits
of l iv ing with Big Dan; anytime a hol iday ro[[ed
around we would receive boxes of candy and
money. This was probabty the most ret iable
sponsor I  ever had...  thanks to Big Dan's mom.
ls the U.S.A, wh€r€ big dreams come tru€?
For me, yeah. I  was cruis in 'everywhere in
my roommate's Escalade.0n one part icular
occasion I  wanted to make a good impres-
sion with some favourable people and one
of three gorgeous Swedish babes. Rol l ing
up in the Esco was pr iceless.
How was coming home to Whistler?
Out of no fault  but my own, for one period
of my l i fe, I  stept in a forest in Bayshores. l t
took having dirt  on my back for me to know
that I  had to work to have a house to [ ive. You
think I woutd have learned, but after Cali  I
sleot under a stairwetl  of a hotel and was
cl ipping t ickets for the rest of the season. I
also sleot in Motel Mazda, in Lot 8, which was
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SAM OSACNUK
ski- in and -out.  l t  was around this t ime that

I  saw an employment ad in need of  secur i ty
guards:  Ev&yone mad6 fun of  me, but I  went
for i t .  Now l 'm a professional  secur i ty guard

under the Pr ivate lnvest igators Act,  and le-
gaLly you could hire me to s leuth your shi t .

So after sleeping under a stairwell, would you

say you have taken the right steps recently?

These days I  do a lot  of  gorby-scoping from
my balcony above the vi l lage square.  I t 's  a

nice aDartment and i t  f  eeLs l ike home. ALso,
i t 's  comfort ing to know that I  have a ptace to

sleep and a f r idge ful l  of  cold air .
We heard that your wr i t ing ski l ls ,  l i teral ly,
won you a date wi th Si lv ia Mit termul ler?
I  entered the onl ine contest  f rom Snowboord-

er mag and won. We went on a snowboardlng

date up the Blackcomb Glacier,  which was fun,

but i t  d idn' t  end up going anywhere.

What else interests You?
l 'm into the unknown. I  l ike f inding out th ings

that you can' t  learn in schooI or discussing
topics where theTe are no r ights and wrongs,
just  ideas and possibi t i t ies.
Tel l  us about your band, Skin and Bones?

It 's  not real ly a band just  yet .  We're working

on the vocals but also focusing on beats and

remixins the hel l  out  of  TV commerciats,  radio

and the Internet.  We're reaLly gett ing a feel  for

what our sound is and what our music wi l l  be

l ike,  which is gonna be fuckin 'crazy consider-

ing the wide ectect ic taste that  makes up the
two halvesof .Sk{n and'Bones.
What! going down tfis year?

One step at  a t ime. I  do tend to overanatyze
this or that  when real ly i t 's  the day-to-day
things that wi l I  make a big di f feTence. For ex-

ample,  you're not going to be in Par is in July i f
you're not working the previous September,  so

I  want to f i lm for a v ideo oart .  l t  would also be
cool  to one day do some turns wi th any of  the
gurus of  Canadian photography: . lohn Scarth,
0[ i  Gagnon, Dano [Pendygrasse],  or  Dice K.

Let 's wrap this up by ta lk ing about
snowboarding.
My shred inf luences have always been chang-

ing, but only one remains the same. Right
now MFM has the best steez, and I  can real ly

relate to the way he terror izes the resorts.
Anyone who has seen the new Absinthe movie

knows that he is murking that shi t .  l t  ser iously

reminds me of  the way 0s,  Pi t ts,  Drove and I

would work the mountain.  My fr iends are my

biggest inf luence, especial ly the ones that r ip

t i ts.  But that 's not to say I  haven' t  learned from

eveTyone I  r ide wi th.  -Notol ie Longmonn
Bootert ime in
BoreEl,  C. l i fornir .
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